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 There are so many ways to  
tackle the modernising of a 
traditional terrace. In this 
instance, it took a deliberately 

decorative approach to help an old 
Victorian get with the times. 

The eastern Sydney property is home 
to Sally and Ewen and their daughters 
Hannah, 16, Molly, 13, and Clare, 12. 
They bought it in 2005 and worked with 
builder James Morrison to restore the 
home’s period features and revise  
the layout to suit contemporary family 
living. The proportions were generous: 
a six-metre-wide frontage plus five 
bedrooms, three living areas and a library 
over three storeys. But the home lacked 
comfort and style, and with three teenage 
girls to consider, the couple called on 
interior designers Juliette Arent and 
Sarah-Jane Pyke from Arent & Pyke to 
add the finishing touches to this 
substantial home. 

The front door opens to a grand 
hallway that runs through to a courtyard 
at the rear of the house. To the left of the 
entrance is the elegant sitting room, 
which is separated from the formal living 
room next door by a bank of bifold doors, 
allowing the rooms to be closed off or 
opened up as needed. Further up the 
hall is a bathroom/laundry and finally 
a light-filled open-plan kitchen/dining/
living area at the rear of the home. Up 
a jarrah staircase leading off the hallway 
are four bedrooms and a family bathroom. 
A fifth bedroom (with ensuite) and a 
library are on the second floor. 

The brief to Juliette and Sarah-Jane 
was that the decor should flow as easily 
as the new layout. In the front sitting 
and living rooms, select furnishings in 
vivid colours offer a counterpoint to 

above In the formal living room, the designers chose relaxed and inviting furniture. Gervasoni Ghost sofas upholstered in Linux 20 fabric 
from Anibou. Floral cushions from Megan Park. Side table from Temperature Design. Eames coffee table from Living Edge. Pendant  
light from Tangent Lights. Sisal rug from International Floorcoverings. Artwork by Celia Gullett. opposite Stylised florals in bold hues 
give the sitting room a contemporary edge. Lamp, side table and chair, all from Temperature Design. Chair upholstered in Sanderson 
Honesty in Cerise and Sanderson Lusso in Shale. Rug from Designer Rugs. For Where to Buy, see page 219.

the period architectural features and 
create a link with the contemporary 
open-plan space at the rear of the home. 
“The front rooms are usually over-
decorated in traditional terraces,” says 
Sarah-Jane, “so while the palette is 
sophisticated, the furniture is relaxed, 
to encourage daily use.” 

“In the sitting room, we took two 
traditional mini-wingback chairs and 
upholstered them in contrasting plain 
and patterned fabrics to bring them up 
to date,” says Juliette. 

The open-plan area at the rear of the 
house follows this theme. An energetic 
mix of gorgeous fabrics and modern 
designer furniture, such as Walter Knoll 
Flow chairs, an Eames coffee table and 
a Cappellini Elan sofa, balance the 
white joinery, walls and floors. The sofa 
and dining banquette are upholstered 
in outdoor fabrics for easy cleaning, 
but also because these fabrics resist 
fading – an important consideration in 
this sunny space. Customised storage 
nooks, cabinets and drawers in the  > 
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Decorator’s diary
“We always ensure there is 

plenty of storage in the bedside 

units to neatly stow away 

personal items,” says interior 

designer Juliette Arent.  

“The children’s rooms have 

built-in shelves to display their 

collection of books and 

mementos,” she says.  

“Sally and Ewen trusted that 

our schemes would give 

warmth and character to their 

house and the outcome reflects 

their personalities perfectly.”  >
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